THEOREM OF THE DAY

Wallis's Product The value ofr/2 is given by the infinite product
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Wallis derived his product through a ‘method of interpolation’, Proposition 191 in his Aé8tmetica Infinitorumdescribed
by the scholar Jacqueline A. Stedall as “perhaps the one real stroke of geniudig’s\\dalg mathematical career.”

Web link: rsnr.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/54/3.toc — click on the first of Stedall’s wonderful articles. The inesg from left to
right, of Leibniz, Wallis and \&te are from the biographical articleseat. wikipedia.org/.

Further reading: The Arithmetic of Infinitesimals: John Wallis 16bg Jacqueline A. Stedall, Springer, 2004.
Theorem of the Day is maintained by Robin Whittyatw.theoremoftheday.org
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